          WGSST 110: Gender, Sex and Power 

Spring Term 2012: MW 3:30-5:18 CC 0226 

	Instructor: Gabi Mkhize

e-mail: mkhize.2@osu.edu
Mailbox: University Hall 268 (Outside by Main door of the WS Main Office)
	Office Hrs: 2:15pm – 3:15pm W or by appointment.

University Hall Bldg, Room 037 

Office Phone: 614 292 1031


Disability Services

Students with a university- documented disability certified by the Office of Disability Services should discuss with me for any special accommodations needed for the course.  Please talk to me about needs as soon as possible. The Office for Disability Services, located in 150 Pomerene Hall, offers services for students with documented disabilities.  Contact the ODS at 2-3307292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Course Description
Women’s Studies110 is an introductory course to the interdisciplinary scholarship in women’s studies. Using the perspectives of contemporary women’s studies and feminist scholarship, this course will focus on social forces that shape and construct humans as gendered individuals in the broader society.  

Objectives
· Develop a critical lens through which to understand constructed nature of gender, sex, and power roles, the effects of these constructions on women’s lives, and the possibilities for change and empowerment. 

· Understand power and oppression, with emphasis on diverse perceptions related to gender, sex, class, race, and ability/disability, and culture. 

· Enhance an understanding of the choices and alternatives open to individuals to challenge gendered social constructions to bring about gender equality and liberation. 

·  Contribute to a growing body of women’s studies scholarship, critical thinking, writing, and reading skills. 

Methods

Lecture, discussion, group oral presentations, writing, and usage of visual aid materials.  

Required Text

Reading Women’s Lives. Mkhize 2012. Pearson Custom Publishing. 

(Please ensure that you get a copy with the name “Mkhize”, as this course is taught by several instructors). The text is available at Student Book Exchange (SBX). 
Course Requirements and Grading

Grading

Your grades will be computed as follows:

Written Assignments


20 % (10% each)

Midterm Examination


30%

Final Examination


30%

Class Oral Presentation

5%

Class Participation and Attendance
15%






100%

Written Assignments

There will be two (2) short writing assignments (2 pages each) during the quarter that you will submit, contributing 10% each, making a total of 20% toward your final grade. Written assignments will be assigned as homework. 

Class Presentation

As part of your final grade, you will do a class presentation as a group (of not more than 3 members). You will have a choice among various course topics and do a presentation during the last week of classes. The presentation will count for 5% of your final grade. I will provide guidance and necessary assistance with all assignments and presentations at the beginning of the quarter.  

Exams

There are two exams, a midterm which will be administered during regular class time and a final exam which will be held during the exam period at the end of the quarter. The exams will consist of multiple choice and short fill in the blank answers. A study guide will be provided for each exam. Make up exams will only be given in case of documented emergencies.

Class Participation and Attendance

The most basic requirement for this course is that you attend class and participate while in class. Students are permitted only two (2) class absences without penalty. Each additional absence will result in a penalty of two points from your participation and attendance grade. I will keep a roaster for all class meetings. It is the student’s responsibility to sign the roaster for each class meeting. 

Throughout the course we will engage in discussion and small group activities which are all related to the course materials and you will be evaluated based on your participation. Given the nature of these activities, there is no way to make-up missed class activities. Likewise, contributing two points to your class participation, pop quizzes will periodically be given in class. Only those students present for the quiz in class will be allowed to complete the quiz. There will be no make-up quizzes. You are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and be on time for class. All class activities and quizzes will count towards your participation grade.
Late Work

Assignments are always due during the class period on an assigned date. I will not accept late assignments unless you have an official document supporting absence of your work at the specified due date.  

Ground Rules

The classroom is a space where we must each “claim our education” and endeavor to learn with and from each other. In this class, we value diversity and differences. Therefore, everyone brings in a unique set of experiences and knowledge to the conversation. One of the premises of Women’s Studies is that “the personal is political” - living and learning are inseparable. The ideas and issues we discuss will often have direct bearing on our day to day lives and personal philosophies. It is appropriate to share these connections, but discussions should remain connected to our course readings. In this class you are under no pressure to share personal experiences, and should share only those you are comfortable discussing in a public forum such as this classroom. There is no reward or penalty for having a particular set of beliefs. It is however important that we are clear about what we believe and why, and that we seek to understand alternative perspectives. We are here to take risks, speak up, ask questions and try out new ideas, but discussions must always remain respectful. If anyone has a problem in understanding me or other students please ask but in a respectful manner. No disrespectful comments will be tolerated in this class!
Academic Integrity/Plagiarism

Students are expected to maintain complete academic integrity.  Please become familiar with the departmental statement on plagiarism:

As defined by University Rule 3335-31-02, plagiarism is “the representation of another’s works or ideas as one’s own; it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas.” Plagiarism is one of the most serious offenses that can be committed in an academic community; as such, it is the obligation of this department and its instructors to report all cases of suspected plagiarism to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  After the report is filed, a hearing takes place and if the student is found guilty, the possible punishment ranges from failing the class to suspension or expulsion from the university.  Although the existence of the Internet makes it relatively easy to plagiarize, it also makes it even easier for instructors to find evidence of plagiarism. It is obvious to most teachers when a student turns in works that is not his or her own and plagiarism search engines make documenting the offense very simple. You should always cite your sources. Always ask questions before you turn in an assignment if you are uncertain about what constitutes plagiarism.  Always see your professor if you are having difficulty with an assignment. To preserve the integrity of OSU as an institution of higher learning, to maintain your own integrity, and to avoid jeopardizing your future, DO NOT PLAGIARIZE!
Writing Center

Your professor and TAs are available to assist you with assignments and help you improve your work. The university also provides an incredible writing resource with the University Writing Center. The Writing Center allows you to make appointments to get assistance from trained writing tutors! To utilize this university sponsored service, contact the Writing Center at (614) 680-4291 or visit their website at <http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/default.cfm>.

WGSST 110: Gender, Sex, and Power – Spring 2012
Course Outline
WK1 

M-3/26 Introduction and Expectation
Video Clips about Feminism.

 

W-3/28 Introduction: Perspectives on Feminism and Women’s Studies
Penny, A. Weiss: “I’m Not a Feminist, But…’: Popular Myths about Feminism” (1998)

Lisa Maria Hogeland: Fear of Feminism: Why Young Women Get the Willies (1994) 

Rachel Fudge: Everything You Always Wanted to Know about Feminism But were Afraid to Ask (link on Carmen).

 

WK2
The Women’s Movements

M-4/02  Early Quest for Women’s Equality

Thomas Harttell: The Right of Married Women to Hold and Control Property (1989) (on Carmen)

The Seneca Falls Women’s Rights Convention of 1948: Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions (1848)  
Sojourner Truth: Ain’t I a Woman? (Carmen)

 

W- 4/04 

Alice Echols: Nothing Distant About It: Women’s Liberation and Sixties Radicalism. (on Carmen)

Combahee River Collective: A Black Feminist Statement (1974)

Also Recommended: Alice Walker: “Womanist” (1983)

WK3
M-4/09: In class Movie (and Discussion): The life and Times of Rosie the Riveter

 

W-4/11 Gender, Sex, and Social Construction
Judith Lorber: “Night to His Day”: The Social Construction of Gender (1994) 

Katha Pollit: Why Boys Don’t Play with Dolls (1995) 

 

WK4
M-4/16

Video Clip: Tough Guise (Part 1)

Simon De Beauvior: Introduction to The Second Sex (1949) 

 W-4/18 Women’s Work: Inside and Outside Home
Susan Lehrer: Family and Women’s Lives (1995) 

Pat Mainardi: The Politics of Housework (1970)

 1st Essay Due: on Gender Roles (and Representation) 

WK5
M-4/23 

Marilyn Waring: The Invisibility of Women’s Work (1997)

Study Guide (will be posted on Camern)

 

W-4/25 --- Mid-Term Exam  
 
WK6
M-4/30 Politics Difference  Exam
Audre Lorde: Age, Race, Class, Sex: Women Redefining Difference (1984) 

Charlotte Bunch: Making Common Cause: Diversity and Coalitions (1987) 

Nellie Wong: When I was Growing Up (1981) 

 W-5/02 Body Politics 
Ynestra King: The Other Body: Reflections on Difference, Difference, Disability, and Identity Politics (1993).

Sarah Batman Essay: http://www.jrank.org/cultures/pages/58/Baartman-Sarah.html
WK7
M-5/07 

Video: Killing Us Softly3: http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-1993368502337678412#
Video: Dreamworlds II: The Women of MTV: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDMo5cIJN3A

 

W-5/09 

Discussion of Body Politics based on Videos

 
WK8
M-5/14 Systems of Privilege and Inequality
Peggy, McIntosh: White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Backpack (1989)

Kimberly J. McLarin: For the Poor, Defining Who Deserves What (1995)

W-5/16 Gendered Violence
Video Clip: Tough Guise (Part 2)
Bohmer,C. and Parrot, A. The Scope of the Problem (1993)  - (on Carmen)

Crenshaw, Kimberle: Mapping the Margins: Intersectional, Identity Politics, and Violence Against Women of Color (1995) 

D.G: Domestic Violence: What’s Love Got to Do With It? (1994)  

 

2nd Essay Due on Politics of Difference

WK9 
M-5/21 Global Feminism Perspectives
James, Stanlie M., and Claire C. Robertson: Introduction: Reimaging Transnational Sisterhood (2002)

Charlotte Bunch: Bringing the Global Home (1987) – pgs 20 

Video: You Strike A Woman You Have Struck A Rock
 

W-5/23  
Rene A. Redwood: Are Women Really Moving Up? (1995)

Students’ Presentation

 
WK10
M-5/28 

Memorial Day – No classes
W-5/30 Presentation 
Study Guide & Rubric (will be posted on Carmen)

 

Final Exam: M: 6/04 

 

[i]Quarter regular classes end June 1st.

[ii] Final Exam dates Monday 4th – Thursday 7th of March 2012. 

 

[iii] Note: This syllabus is a guide to the course for the students. The instructor may at her discretion change content and requirements during the quarter. All changes to the syllabus will be discussed in class and posted on Carmen.
