Women’s Studies 4527
Studies in Women and Cinema: Autumn 2012
Topic: Women and the Horror Film
Prof. L. Mizejewski, 113D University Hall, phone 292-2467
Office hours: Tues. and Thurs. 2 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
email: mizejewski.1@osu.edu
Accommodation of students with disabilities. Students who need to have an accommodation for disability are responsible for contacting the professor and TA as soon as possible. The Office for Disability Services (150 Pomerene Hall; 292-3307; 292-0901 TDD) verifies the need for accommodations and assists in the development of accommodation strategies. 

Course description: Early feminist film theory criticized the horror film as a misogynist genre that punished female sexuality and identified women with monsters.  But recent feminist film critics have produced more complicated explorations of this genre’s renditions of difference, sexuality, race, disability, and reproduction.  This course draws on this new criticism to focus on the Frankenstein and Dracula traditions which have dominated the horror film.  Frankenstein is the source of the serial killer subgenre (Psycho through Scream) as well as the subgenre of monstrous reproduction (Alien through The Ring).  Dracula is the source of films about the “undead,” a topic which has recently been glamourized in the Twilight series. Our approach will equally emphasize social and and psycho/sexual theories of horror.
Goals:  The purpose of the course is to provide students with the strategies of feminist film theory and feminist theories of the horror film, as well as to provide them with training in the close reading of film texts.  By the end of this course, students should be able to produce in the course paper a sophisticated analysis and interpretation of a film based on the theories studied in this class. 

Our web tool is Carmen.  The syllabus, case study guidelines, paper guidelines, quiz preps, quiz answers, power point presentations, and some of the reading assignments will be posted on Carmen.  At carmen.osu.edu, use your internet username (last name.#) and password to log in.

TEXTS:  Barry Grant, ed., Dread of Difference  (available only at SBX); plus essays on Carmen.
FILMS: Besides the readings, your other prime texts for this course are the films.  We’ll screen two short ones in class, and the others are available for streaming at drm.osu.edu.  
If you have problems accessing the films through this site, please contact Media Services at MediaServices@osu.edu, or call 292-9689.  For each streamed film, there will be a movie quiz on the day that it’s due, as shown on the syllabus.  

House rules: No cell phones, computers, or electronic devices allowed.  Power points will be posted on Carmen the night before each class, so you can print out the PP outline beforehand;  thus  computer use isn’t necessary.  The use of cell phones during film screenings (since we will have two in-class screenings) is especially rude and distracting.  Anyone caught using a device during class or during a film will be asked to leave for the class period. 
Essays on Carmen:

Braudy, Leo. "Near Dark: An Appreciation." Film Quarterly 64.2 (2010): 29-32.
Freud, Sigmund.  “The Uncanny.” 1919. Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism. 
Ed. Vincent Letich. New York: W.W. Norton, 2001. 929-52.
Hemmeter, Thomas.  “Horror Beyond the Camera: Cultural Sources of Violence in 
Hitchcock’s Mid-Century America.” Post Script 22.2 (Winter/Spring 2003): 7-19.
Hensley, Wayne E. "The Contribution Of F. W. Murnau's Nosferatu To The Evolution Of 
Dracula." Literature Film Quarterly 30.1 (2002): 59-64.
Jones, Sara Gwenllian.  “Vampires, Indians and the Queer Fantastic: Kathryn Bigelow’s Near 
Dark.”  The Cinema of Kathryn Bigelow: Hollywood Transgressor.  Ed. Deborah Jermyn 
& Sean Redmond.  London: New York,  Wallflower Press, 2003. 57-71.
Karlyn, Kathleen Rowe.  “Scream, Popular Culture, and Feminism’s Third Wave: I’m Not My 
Mother.”  Genders 38 (2003). 
Lewis, John. “'Mother oh God Mother ...': Analysing the 'Horror' of Single Mothers in 
Contemporary Hollywood Horror.” Scope: An Online Journal of Film Studies. 2005.
Spines, Christine.  “Horror Films and the Women Who Love Them.”  Entertainment Weekly 31 
July 2009: 31-33. 

Wee, Valerie. “Resurrecting and Updating the Teen Slasher: the Case of Scream.”  Journal of 
Popular Film and Television, 34.2 (2006): 50-61.
Williams, Linda.  “Film Bodies: Gender, Genre, and Excess." Film Quarterly 44. 4 (1991): 2-13.
Recommended websites:

· http://www.imdb.com/: Internet Movie Data Base—excellent and reliable source of information and details about films: complete cast and crew, names of characters, etc. You will need this for your case study assignment.
· http://classes.yale.edu/film-analysis: This is the illustrated film-vocabulary glossary from Yale Film Studies.  For the correct usage of terms, I recommend you use it for your final paper if you are new to film studies.

Grading and course requirements:



Midterm exam
20%

Presentations

15%

Movie quizzes
15%

Reading quizzes
15%

Case study

15%

Final paper

20%


--Attendance is required!  You have two “free” absences before your final grade goes down one-half grade: 3 absences = one-half grade; 4 absences=one full grade, etc. Because you have two “free” absences, this means you cannot use a medical excuse unless a very serious illness keeps you out three classes or more in a row.  Also please note that “attendance” means the whole class, not half of it or a portion of it.  Half-classes count as absences.

--Midterm exam:  20% of final grade. The exam will cover films, readings, and class material and will consist of multiple choice questions of the type used for the quizzes, as well as definitions of terms and theories discussed in class. 
--Movie quizzes: 15% of final grade.  These multiple-choice reading quizzes will be given at the beginning of the class on the dates marked in the syllabus. No make-up quizzes will be given.  Instead, I will drop the lowest grade, giving everyone one chance to be absent or otherwise incapacitated. Sample question: In Psycho, how does Marion steal $40,000 from one of her employer’s clients?

--Reading quizzes: 15% of final grade.  Five of these multiple-choice quizzes will be given at the beginning of the class on the dates marked in the syllabus and will include the material due for that day’s class.  Quiz study guides, available on Carmen, are lists of questions from which the quiz questions will be drawn.  The sixth quiz will consist of short responses to questions about the pop culture forum on Oct. 4. No make-up quizzes will be given.  Instead, I will drop the lowest grade, giving everyone one chance to be absent or otherwise incapacitated. All questions on the reading quizzes will come from the quiz preparations posted on Carmen.
--Group presentations: 15% of final grade: you will have an entire class period to meet in groups on specified days, so that your group can give a 10-minute assigned presentation during the following class.  There are three presentations in the schedule; I will drop the lowest grade, giving you one chance to be absent during a prep day or a presentation day.
--Case study of the film you will write about for your course paper, 15% of final grade, DUE Nov. 13.   The grade goes down one letter grade for each day late.  Case studies examine how a film is discussed and reviewed, with the goal of understanding how the film was presented and received at the time of its release.  See Case Study Guidelines posted on Carmen.
--Course paper due Nov. 27 or Dec. 4 (4-5 pp): 20% of final grade. See paper guidelines posted on Carmen. If you hand in the paper on the earlier date, I will grade it with comments and return it on the day of class. Papers collected on the final day of class will not be returned. The grade goes down one letter grade for each day late after Dec. 4.
SCHEDULE: (readings are in the Grant anthology unless designated as Carmen)
Frankenstein Legacy Part One: the Slasher Film
Aug. 23:

Introduction



Aug. 28:

Readings, Grant, “Introduction”



and  Spines, “Horror Films and the Women Who Love Them” on Carmen




clips in class: Whale, Frankenstein (1931)

Aug. 30:

Screening: Whale, Bride of Frankenstein (1935)
Sept. 4:

Reading: Young, "Here Comes the Bride"  
Sept. 6:

Freud, "The Uncanny" on Carmen



READING QUIZ ONE TODAY  
Sept. 11: 

MOVIE QUIZ  Hitchcock, Psycho (1960)
Sept. 13:

Group work on the readings.



Make sure you bring the readings to class:

Hemmeter, “Horror Beyond the Camera” on Carmen



and Williams, "When the Woman Looks"
Sept. 18:

Group presentations
Sept. 20:

Williams, “Film Bodies” on Carmen




READING QUIZ TWO TODAY  
MOVIE QUIZ Carpenter, Halloween (1978)
Sept. 25: 

Readings: Clover, "Her Body, Himself"



and Tony Williams, "Trying to Survive"
Sept. 27:

MOVIE QUIZ  Craven, Scream (1995)

Oct. 2:


Readings: Karlyn, “Scream, Popular Culture, Feminism’s Third Wave” 



and Wee, “Resurrecting and Updating the Teen Slasher ,” both on Carmen




READING QUIZ THREE TODAY

Oct. 4:


“Pop Impact” forum at the Wexner Center, 4-5:15

Please bring with you the short-response exercise that will serve as a quiz grade, and hand it to me before you leave.

Frankenstein Legacy Part Two : Horrors of Reproduction 
Oct. 9:


MOVIE QUIZ  Scott, Alien (1978)

Oct. 11:

Creed, "Abject Horror"  

Oct. 16
:

Doherty, "Genre, Gender and the Alien trilogy"




and introduction to The Gothic
Oct. 18
:

MOVIE QUIZ  Polanski, Rosemary's Baby (1968)

Oct. 23:

Reading: Fischer, "Birth Traumas"
Oct. 25:

MIDTERM EXAM
Oct. 30:

MOVIE QUIZ  Verbinski, The Ring (2002)
Nov. 1:

Lewis, “Mother oh god Mother,” on Carmen







QUIZ FOUR TODAY
The Vampire Tradition
Nov. 6:

Reading: Wood, “Burying the Undead”



In-class screening, Murnau, Nosferatu (1922), part one

Nov. 8:

In-class screening, Nosferatu (1922), part two




Hensley, “Contribution”

Nov. 13:

MOVIE QUIZ Bigelow, Near Dark 1987
Nov. 15:

Group work on the readings



Make sure you bring the readings to class:




Jones, “Vampires, Indians” and Braudy, “Near Dark”

Nov. 20:

 I will be in my office on Nov. 20 during class time if you would 




like to come in to talk about your paper. 
Extra film to stream: class choice of vampire film; we’ll vote on this by midterm.
Nov. 27:

Group presentations on Near Dark readings



Final papers handed in today will be returned with comments on the




last day of class


Nov. 29:

QUIZ FIVE TODAY and MOVIE QUIZ ON CLASS CHOICE 




VAMPIRE FILM



Group work on class-choice film
Dec. 4:


Group presentations;
Final due date for course papers
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